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Why Rules Rule the Screen

Regulation, certification and classification make sure media products are legal, safe and suitable
for their audience. Before we follow our product's journey, let's understand the three fundamental

reasons these systems are in place.

To Protect Audiences.

Protects audiences from
harmful or unsuitable content.

5

To Provide Guidance.

Gives parents and carers
clear guidance about what is
appropriate.

—

To Ensure Legality.

Keeps media producers within
the law and avoids complaints
and sanctions.
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The First Big Decision: Audience vs. Vision

A studio wants to create a new blockbuster: 'AETHERIUM'. Their first decision defines the entire project.
The rating they aim for must be realistic for the target audience the client wants to reach.

Option A: The 15 Rating . Option B: The 12A Rating

-y 1
]l ;:-u.!:mhm _

A gritty, adult-focused vision with maximum creative | A family-friendly action epic designed for a wider

freedom. This accepts a higher rating to match the audience and bigger box office. This requires careful

creative vision but limits the audience. | consideration of content suitability.
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Meet the Organisations Shaping the Story

Throughout its journey, AETHERIUM’ will be guided and judged by several key organisations.
In your exam, you must be able to name these regulators and describe what they do.

N

Ofcom

S

BBFC (British Board
of Film Classification)

Gives age ratings (U, PG, 12,
15, 18) for films.

Ofcom

Regulates TV, radio and
on-demand services -
protects audiences from

harmful or offensive content.

ASAV

PEGI(

ASA (Advertising
Standards Authority)

Checks that adverts are legal,
decent, honest and truthful.

VSC / PEGI

Provides age ratings and
content icons for games in
the UK and Europe.
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The First Cut
is Judged

Certification means officially
approving a product with an age
rating or guidance label.

The director’s cut of AETHERIUM’ is
submitted to the BBFC. Their

examiners analyse the film based on
specific factors to decide the rating.

British Board of Film Classification - Examiner's Report

Film Title: AETHERIUM (Director's Cut)

Factors Assessed:

M Violence

M Language

Sexual content & nudity

Drug and alcohol use

Themes likely to be harmful or confusing

Examiner's Notes

Initial cut contains strong bloody violence and
frequent strong language.
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How a Rating Shapes the Final Product

The studio wants the bigger 12A audience. To achieve this, producers may change content (e.g. reduce violence or strong
language) to reach a lower age rating. This process of grouping products into categories based on content is Classification.

VIOLENCE LANGUAGE

BEFORE (15) AFTER (12A) BEFORE (15) [STRONG [STRONG
EXPLETIVE] EXPLETIVE]

[MILD EXPLETIVE]

AFTER (12A) S

EXPLETIVE]
[MILD EXPLETIVE]

Conceptual llustration from "AETHERIUM'
From: Strong, graphic violence with a focus on injury. From: Frequent use of strong language.
- To: Moderate fantasy violence; cuts away from impacts. - To: Infrequent strong language; dialogue is re-dubbed.

15 12A
X 4 &
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Taking the Film
to the Public

Regulation refers to the rules and codes set by
regulators for TV, radio, and advertising.

7:00 PM - Family Quiz Show

With a 12A certificate, the marketing campaign 8:00 PM - Nature Documentary

begins. But the trailers and posters have their own
rules to follow.
ASA 9:00 PM - Evening News

The Advertising Standards Authority checks the

poster and online ads to ensure they are honest 9:30 PM - AETHERIUM - OFFICIAL TRAILER O
and truthful, and not misleading to the public.

10:00 PM - Adult Drama Series

E\D Ofcom

Ofcom’s broadcasting code governs TV trailers. If
the 'AETHERIUM' trailer contains scenes of
moderate violence, it must only be shown after
the 9pm watershed to protect younger viewers.
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Life After Launch: Controls and Complaints

The film is out, but the system’s work isn’t over. A framework of access controls and
complaints procedures continues to protect audiences.

Access Controls

Cinemas enforce the 12A rating at the point of
sale. Streaming services use PINs and parental
controls to limit who can see content.

The Complaints Process (Ql: a $

e

If a TV ad was shown at the wrong time, or a Public — —>|  Potential
viewer finds broadcast content harmful, they Complaint Regulator Sanctions
can complain to Ofcom. Investigation (Fine, Schedule

Change)
Sanctions

If a regulator finds rules were broken, they can
order changes, issue fines, or demand the
content is removed.

& NotebookLM



The Journey Translated into Exam Success

Our story shows how regulation works in practice. Now, let's connect each stage to the
key terms and concepts you'll use to earn top marks.

Story Beat: The Pitch Story Beat: The Censor's Cut
Deciding on 12A vs 15 BBFC review
J N
Exam Concepts: Exam Concepts:

Certification & Classification Factors

Suitability & Target Audi
uitability & Target Audience (Violence, Language etc.)

Story Beat: The Re-Edit Story Beat: Marketing & Release
Cutting for a 12A ASA, Ofcom, Controls
J J
Exam Concepts: Exam Concepts:

Impact of Ratings on Production & Edits Regulation, Scheduling (Watershed) & Complaints
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Your Turn: Quick-Fire Scenarios

Apply your knowledge to these short, exam-style questions.

Q1 (1 Mark): State one reason why age ratings are used for films and games.

Exam Technique Tip
Give a clear, simple reason such as ‘to protect children from unsuitable content’.

Q2 (2 Marks): Explain one way a regulator can protect audiences if a TV programme receives a
arge number of complaints.

Exam Technique Tip
Example structure: ‘The regulator can... This helps because...’

Q3 (3 Marks): Describe three factors that might be considered when deciding the age rating for a
new action game.

Exam Technique Tip
Give three distinct factors, such as level of violence, strength of language and how often disturbing scenes appear.
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The Challenge: Explain the Impact

Now, build a more detailed answer. For 4 marks, you need to make a point and then explain its
Impact.

Q4 (4 Marks): Explain two ways that aiming for a lower age rating could affect the content of a
superhero film.

Point 1: Describe the change (e.g. less graphic violence)...
1 ...Explanation 1: ...and explain the effect (e.g. appeals to a family audience).

Point 2: Describe another change (e.g. fewer strong swear words)...
2 ...Explanation 2: ...and explain the effect (e.g. increases potential box office revenue).
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The Final Boss: Justify Your Recommendations

Q5 (9 Marks): A streaming platform wants to launch a new thriller series that includes scenes of violence, strong language
and tense, disturbing moments. Discuss how regulation, certification and classification should be used to protect
audiences while still allowing creative freedom. Provide justified recommendations.

Your Blueprint for a Top-Band Answer

Paragraph 1: Regulation
Discuss platform codes and how they handle complaints.

2 Paragraph 2: Certification
Recommend a suitable age rating (e.g., 15 or 18) and justify it based on the content described.

Paragraph 3: Classification & Guidance
Explain the need for clear content warnings, descriptions, and trailers.

Paragraph 4: Access Controls
Describe how parental controls, PINs, or profile settings will be used.

W

Summarise how your mix of measures protects audiences while allowing the series to be shown.
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Your Revision Checklist

Before you finish, check your understanding of the key R093 skills.

Juud

Can you define regulation, certification and classification in the
context of media products?

Can you explain how regulators and age ratings protect audiences
from harm?

Can you link content examples (e.g., strong violence) to suitable age
ratings and justify your choices?

Can you write exam answers that clearly connect regulation and
classification to real scenarios?

& NotebooklLM



Level Up Your Revision

Use these official iIMedia Genius resources to sharpen your skills and test your
knowledge in new ways.

Watch the

Explore the HEVALTE
Overview N

NotebookLM Revision Games

Use flashcards and mind Apply your knowledge in
maps to revise key terms the Legal Lightning Round
and scenarios. and 9-Mark Ninja trainer.

Get a full recap of
Regulation, Certification &
Classification on YouTube.
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You Are Prepared.
AETHERlL"J"Kn
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